
City of Orange Economic Development Corporation
July 28, 2015

 ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AGENDA
Orange Public Library Auditorium

220 N. Fifth Street
Orange, Texas

July 28, 2015
5:00 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER    President Mortimer

2. MOTION

a) Motion finding that the advance posting and notice
requirements of Article 8.1200 of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Orange, Texas have been met in relation to all
minutes and pending resolutions on this agenda and that the
reading of such items be confined to the caption of the
resolutions. 1 Directors

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) June 23, 2015 Economic Development Corporation Meeting 2 Directors

b) June 24, 2015 Economic Development Corporation Meeting 5 Directors

c) July 14, 2015 Joint Meeting of the Orange City Council and
Economic Development Corporation 7 Directors

4. DISCUSSION/ACTION

a) Consider a motion of intent to expend funds not to exceed
$48,000.00 for the upsizing to a 12" waterline for the waterline
extension along State Highway 62.  The upsizing to a 12"
waterline will ensure adequate fire protection when required
in the future and to promote new or expanded business
development. 16 Staff: Trahan

b) Consider a motion acknowledging receipt of the Orange
Economic Development Corporation Financial Report for the
quarter ending June 30, 2015. 20 Staff: English 

c) Consider a motion acknowledging receipt of the Orange
Economic Development Corporation Investment Report for
the quarter ending June 30, 2015. 27 Staff: English 

d) Consider a motion amending the Orange Economic
Development Corporation Budget for Fiscal Year 2015. 29 Staff: English

5. REPORTS FROM DIRECTORS Directors

6. ADJOURNMENT
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STATE OF TEXAS }
July 14, 2015

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Joint Meeting of the Orange City Council and the Orange Economic
Development Corporation of the City of Orange, Orange County, Texas, was held in the Library
Auditorium on Tuesday, July 14, 2015.    

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Mary McKenna Mayor Pro Tem
Patrick A. Pullen Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member
Larry Spears Jr. Council Member

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Dr. Wayne Guidry Council Member

EDC MEMBERS PRESENT: George Mortimer President
Dean Granger Vice-President
David Meaux Secretary
Ebb Moore Treasurer
Jimmy Sims Director
Larry Spears Jr. Director
Mary McKenna Director

DIRECTORS  ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
David Frenzel Fire Chief
Jim Wolf Director of Public Works
Gail English Director of Finance
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Brenna Manasco Library Director
Kelly Griffin Police Evidence and ID

Tech
Lee Anne Brown Deputy Fire Chief
Keith Longlois Police Captain

` Eric Ellison Police Lieutenant 
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Joint  Meeting 2   July 14, 2015

David Thornton Police Evidence and ID
Tech

Ashley Mahana Convention and Visitors
Bureau Coordinator

Chris Smith City Attorney
Andrew Culpepper City Attorney
John Cash Smith C i t y  A t t o r n e y

(Conference Call)

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: None

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 

MOTION FINDING THAT THE ADVANCE POSTING AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF
ARTICLE 8.1200 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS HAVE
BEEN MET IN RELATION TO ALL MINUTES AND PENDING ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT THE READING OF SUCH ITEMS BE CONFINED
TO THE CAPTION OF THE ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING RENEWAL OF FUNDING FOR THE 2015-
2016 ORANGE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

Mr. Trahan briefed the City Council and the Orange Economic Development Corporation on the
Interlocal Agreement regarding the Orange County Economic Development Corporation annual
membership dues.

Council Member Mello advised he would like to continue the City’s portion of membership dues.

President Mortimer advised one year ago this same concern was discussed.  Several members
from the Orange EDC and City Council met with representatives from the Orange County EDC and
came up with guidelines and as of this date, the guidelines have not been met.  He is concerned
whether the Orange EDC is doing the right thing spending Orange EDC funds on the dues.

Council Member Spears asked what benefits the City is receiving from the Orange County EDC.

Dr. Oubre advised the City’s concerns have been conveyed to the Board and Directors and there
has been no results.

Vice-President Granger advised the City’s concerns were conveyed a year ago and there has been
no results, but would like to have further discussion with the Orange County EDC before a decision
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Joint  Meeting 3   July 14, 2015

is made about renewing the dues.  

Mayor Pro Tem McKenna advised she is frustrated.  A meeting was held and guidelines were set,
but nothing has happened.  

Council Member Spears advised it’s hard to explain to tax payers about spending the funds, but
getting no results.              

MOTION NOT TO APPROVE THE RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION FOR THE
ORANGE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 AS
PART OF THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE PORT OF ORANGE, ORANGE COUNTY,
AND THE CITIES OF PINEHURST, WEST ORANGE, BRIDGE CITY AND VIDOR.

Director McKenna moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Secretary
Meaux which carried with the following vote:

DIRECTORS VOTING AYE: President Mortimer, Secretary Meaux,
Treasurer Moore, Director Sims, Director
McKenna and Director Spears

DIRECTORS VOTING NO: Vice-President Granger

MOTION NOT TO APPROVE THE RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION FOR THE
ORANGE COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 2016 AS
PART OF THE INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE PORT OF ORANGE, ORANGE COUNTY,
AND THE CITIES OF PINEHURST, WEST ORANGE, BRIDGE CITY AND VIDOR.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem McKenna which carried with the following vote.

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING AYE: Mayor Sims, Mayor Pro Tem McKenna,
Council Member Pullen, Council Member
Bellfield and Council Member Spears

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING NO: Council Member Mello

ADJOURN THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION

There being no further business before the Corporation, Secretary Meaux moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Vice-President Granger which carried unanimously.
     
The meeting adjourned at 9:17 A.M.
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Joint  Meeting 4   July 14, 2015

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor Pro Tem McKenna moved to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2015 Regular Meeting of
the City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Pullen which carried
unanimously.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the minutes of the June 24, 2015 Special Call Meeting
of the City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which carried
unanimously.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the minutes of the June 29, 2015 Special Call Meeting
of the City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Pullen which carried
unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Joseph Robinson, 1913 Silver Oak Drive, advised he has a petition signed by eighty-nine citizens
asking the City to look into the basketball courts located at Solomon Johnson Park.  He is in favor
of the basketball courts being located at the Park.  He is asking the Council to reconsider the
project.

Brenda Cooks, 87 W. Elm Street, has concerns about placing a Confederate Flag on Martin Luther
King Drive, the pavement on 2nd Street and trash on Elm Street and Mill Street.

Ashley Mahana, Convention and Visitors Bureau Coordinator, thanked the Mayor and Council for
supporting the July 4th Celebration.  She also thanked other entities and departments for their help.
National Dance Day is the next event and will be held July 25, 2015.  The Tunnel Boat Races will
be held September 18 - 20, 2015.

Henry Lowe, 106 W. Dewey Avenue, would like for the name of the Orange Riverfront Pavilion be
changed to Clarence Gatemouth Brown.  He gave history of Mr. Brown and his achievements.  

Thelma McClelland, 3106 Byley, has concerns about the safety of black citizens and black
neighborhoods in Orange.  She advised two cars of white men drove in her neighborhood with
Confederate Flags.  

Chuck Copeland, 41st Street, has concerns about the parking on 41st Street.  He feels the road is
not wide enough.  He would like for there to be no parking on the street.

Phillip Cooper also is concerned about the parking on 41st Street and would like for there to be no
parking on the street.

PROCLAMATION

Lieutenant Eric Ellison accepted a proclamation in his honor. He advised there were several other
individuals involved in this accident. Lt. Ellison gave an update on Kazzie Portie.  He thanked the
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Joint  Meeting 5   July 14, 2015

Council for its support. 

ORDINANCE

EMERGENCY READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE SUSPENSION OF THE
EFFECTIVE DATE FOR AN ADDITIONAL NINETY (90) DAYS BEYOND THE JULY 17, 2015,
EFFECTIVE DATE PROPOSED BY ENTERGY TEXAS, INC., IN CONNECTION WITH ITS RATE
INCREASE APPLICATION ENTITLED “APPLICATION OF ENTERGY TEXAS, INC., FOR
AUTHORITY TO CHANGE RATES”, FILED ON JUNE 12, 2015; AUTHORIZING THE CITY’S
PARTICIPATION TO THE FULL EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY
COMMISSION OF TEXAS, REQUIRING REIMBURSEMENT OF MUNICIPAL RATE CASE
EXPENSES; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT;
MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Dr. Oubre read the ordinance in its entirety.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem McKenna which carried with the following vote: 

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING AYE: Mayor Sims, Mayor Pro Tem McKenna,
Council Member Pullen, Council Member
Mello and Council Member Spears

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING NO: Council Member Bellfield
 

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2015-10.

RESOLUTIONS

FIRST READING:

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE A DEVELOPMENT
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS AND INTERNATIONAL PAPER
COMPANY TO PROVIDE FOR THE ANNEXATION OF THE LAND AS A WHOLE OR IN PARTS
AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE TERMS OF ANNEXATION, SPECIFY THE USES AND
DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND BEFORE AND AFTER ANNEXATION, AND OTHER LAWFUL
TERMS AND CONSIDERATIONS THE PARTIES CONSIDER APPROPRIATE.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS STRONGLY
SUPPORTING AND REQUESTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A VETERANS ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL INPATIENT HOSPITAL IN ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS.
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Joint  Meeting 6   July 14, 2015

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-50.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH
NEWLIGHT HEALTHCARE IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,750 PLUS APPROVED EXPENSES FOR
THE FINANCIAL PRO FORMA OF NEW HOSPITAL CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATION AND
DEMOGRAPHIC AND SERVICE NEEDS ASSESSMENT.

Council Member Spears moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-51.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS, AMENDING
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-40 NOMINATING CLOEREN INCORPORATED TO THE OFFICE OF
THE GOVERNOR, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM THROUGH THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT BANK FOR DESIGNATION AS AN ENTERPRISE PROJECT (“PROJECT”)
UNDER THE TEXAS ENTERPRISE ZONE PROGRAM UNDER THE TEXAS ENTERPRISE ZONE
ACT, CHAPTER 2303, TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE (“ACT”).

Council Member Spears moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-52.

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE WEST SIDE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE
BETWEEN BANCROFT ROAD AND N. LUTCHER DRIVE A NO PARKING ZONE, FURTHER, N.
LUTCHER DRIVE, ALSO KNOWN AS THE INTERSTATE 10 SERVICE ROAD BE DESIGNATED
AS A NO PARKING ZONE APPROXIMATELY 265 FEET WEST FROM THE INTERSECTION OF
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-53.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN INTERLOCAL
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF WEST ORANGE, CITY OF PINEHURST, AND ORANGE
COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT #4 (OCESD #4) FOR THE PROVISION OF
AMBULANCE SERVICES BY ACADIAN AMBULANCE SERVICE.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-54.
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Joint  Meeting 7   July 14, 2015

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A LETTER OF INTENT WHICH
SUBSTANTIATES THAT THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS IS PARTICIPATING IN THE REVISION
OF THE REGIONAL AND COUNTY MITIGATION ACTION PLANS BEING COORDINATED BY
THE SOUTH EAST TEXAS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION (SETRPC).

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-55.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS APPROVING A
LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF ORANGE AND HIGMAN BARGE LINES, INC.
FOR 0.3727 ACRES OF LAND, NATHAN CORDREY SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 59, ORANGE
COUNTY, TEXAS MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS JACKSON AVENUE FROM MARKET
STREET TO THE EAST END OF JACKSON AVENUE; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-56.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS TO
ALLOCATE FUNDS FOR MOWING AND FILING LIENS ON PROPERTIES VIOLATING CITY
CODES AND ORDINANCES IN THE AMOUNT OF $20,000.00.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-57.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

MOTION APPROVING THE REQUEST BY THE STARK FOUNDATION TO TEMPORARILY
CLOSE SIXTH STREET BETWEEN GREEN AVENUE AND ELM STREET BEGINNING
OCTOBER, 2015 FOR A PERIOD OF APPROXIMATELY 18 MONTHS.  THE STARK
FOUNDATION WILL BE CONSTRUCTING A MAJOR NEW ADDITION TO THE STARK MUSEUM.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

No report was given.
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Joint  Meeting 8   July 14, 2015

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

The Council advised the July 4th Celebration was a great event and thanked everyone involved for
their hard work. They also thanked the Police Department and Fire Department for their work on
the recent house fires in the City.

 
ADJOURN TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Deliberation with City Attorney pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:

(1) Deliberation with City Attorney regarding pending or contemplated litigation as
authorized by subsection 551.071 involving a settlement offer from British Petroleum
Oil Company. 

The Council met in closed executive session at 10:43 A.M.

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

The Council reconvened in open session at 10:53 A.M.

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO ACCEPT A SETTLEMENT OFFER REGARDING THE
CITY OF ORANGE VERSUS BRITISH PETROLEUM WITH REGARD TO THE BRITISH
PETROLEUM DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL DUE TO LOST REVENUE DISPUTE
REGARDING THE SPILL.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ORANGE IN THE STATE OF TEXAS ACCEPTING A FULL AND
FINAL SETTLEMENT OF ALL CLAIMS AGAINST BP AND OTHERS RESULTING FROM THE
DEEPWATER HORIZON OIL SPILL, AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A
GENERAL RELEASE AND OTHER NECESSARY DOCUMENTS AND PROVIDING AN
IMMEDIATELY EFFECTIVE DATE.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-58.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Bellfield moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.
     

The meeting adjourned at 10:53 A.M.
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Joint  Meeting 9   July 14, 2015

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary

                                                             
George Mortimer, President 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
David Meaux, Secretary
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