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MEETING AGENDA

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL
Orange Public Library Auditorium

220 N. Fifth Street
Orange, Texas

July 12, 2016
9:00 A.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor

2. INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Council Member Bellfield

3. MOTION

a) Motion finding that the advance posting and notice requirements
of Article 8.1200 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Orange, Texas have been met in relation to all minutes and
pending ordinances and resolutions on this agenda and that the
reading of such items be  confined to the captions as are agreed
upon by the ordinances and resolutions. 1 Mayor/Council

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) June 23, 2016 Special Call City Council Meeting 4 Mayor/Council

b) June 28, 2016 Regular City Council Meeting 7 Mayor/Council

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any
subject matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda.  All
comments are limited to a maximum three minutes for each
speaker.  Your  comments are appreciated.  As  the Texas  Open
Meetings Act does not allow the Council to respond to items not
listed on the agenda, your comments will be duly noted by the
Council and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt
consideration.
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6. ORDINANCES

a) Final Reading:

Consider an ordinance of the City of Orange, Texas approving
the rates proposed by CenterPoint Energy Resources Corp.,
d/b/a CenterPoint Energy Entex and CenterPoint Energy Texas
Gas (“CenterPoint” or “Company”) Company’s Gas Reliability
Infrastructure Program (“GRIP”) filing made with the City on
March 31, 2016; finding that the meeting complies with the
Open Meetings Act; making other findings and provisions
related to the subject, and declaring an effective date.  First
Reading June 28, 2016 13 Staff: Oubre 

7. RESOLUTIONS

a) Consider a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into
an agreement with the Southeast Texas Regional Planning
Commission 911 for the installation of a 120' monopole antenna
located in the rear parking lot of the Police Department.  This
antenna will hold 2 microwave dishes, one to point at the
Sheriff’s Office and the second dish to be pointed at the
Pinehurst Police Department.  This new equipment will provide
backup to the Emergency Service Network for the 911 calls, this
will enhance the public safety in the City of Orange and the
region as a whole. 16 Staff: Zeto 

b) Consider a resolution authorizing the City Manager to execute
a Memorandum of Agreement with the Humane Society of
South East Texas regarding the release of animals. 29 Staff: Frenzel  

8. REPORTS

a) City Manager Report

b) City Council Report

9. ADJOURNMENT
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Texas Penal Code 30.06:
“Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H,
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not
enter this property with a concealed handgun”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.06 del código penal (entrada de
persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano oculta), una
persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del código de
gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas de mano) no
se permite entrar en esta propiedad con “ninguna armas de mano
oculta” 

Texas Penal Code 30.07:
“Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under
Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing
law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried
openly”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.07 del código penal (entrada de
una persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano visible),
una persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del
código de gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas
de mano visible) no se permite entrar en esta propiedad con
ninguna “armas de mano visible”

No Firearms Allowed
No se permite ninguna armas de fuego
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STATE OF TEXAS }
June 23, 2016

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Special Call Meeting of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Orange County, Texas, was held in the Ira Williamson Meeting Room inside the Orange Public
Library on Thursday, June 23, 2016.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Larry Spears Jr. Mayor Pro Tem
Patrick A. Pullen Council Member
Dr. Wayne Guidry Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Annette Pernell Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member  

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager 
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
David Frenzel Fire Chief
Cheryl Zeto Director of Finance
Jim Wolf Director of Public Works
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Brenna Manasco Library Director
Lee Anne Brown Deputy Fire Chief
Sherry Jackson Accounting Manager
Hillary Haynes S o c i a l  M e d i a

Coordinator
David Trahan Manager Water/Sewer

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: None

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 5:00  P.M. 

Council Member Bellfield led the Invocation.

PRE-BUDGET WORKSHOP

DISCUSSION OF ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR SHORT TERM AND LONG TERM CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS.
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Special Call Meeting 2   June 23, 2016

Dr. Oubre gave an overview of his Memo addressed to the Mayor and Council.  A copy of this
Memo is being made a part of these minutes.

He briefed Council on what each fund could be used for: General Fund; Water and Sewer Fund;
Economic Development Fund; Hotel/Motel Tax Fund; and Grants.

He advised the meeting will begin with public comments regarding short and long term goals,
Council Members comments regarding short and long term goals, and end with prioritizing each
item.

IDEAS:

Ruth Hancock, 2907 Fairway, suggested:  flags being placed along Green Avenue and 16th Street;
skate park; continue with splash pads at Sunset Park and Natatorium.  

Mayor Sims suggested a multi-purpose covered structure at the Boat Ramp.

Council Member Bellfield suggested: having some type of safety protection around Sunset Park;
water tower on Turrett Street to have “Orange Logo” on it; old Fire Station on 16th Street to be used
for tourist information; “Adopt a Street” Program; demo Wallace School; develop Northway
Shopping Center; coordinator for children’s activities.

Council Member Pernell suggested: install and repair sidewalks; research “Be the Cleanest City”
branding; develop Harry Reed property on Simmons Drive; food truck vendors Downtown; advertise
what the City has in different magazines; get Downtown back into the City, need a Downtown area.

Council Member Guidry advised which is more important public works projects or quality of life
projects.  He suggested: 16th Street beautification; lights that curve into the middle of the street;
upgrade covered structure at Lions Den Park; splash pad at Northway Park.  He advised
businesses along with citizens have to work together to clean up Orange.  He asked if it would be
beneficial for Griffith, Moseley and Johnson to look at the ideas that are being suggested and give
their opinion.  He advised looking at decreasing the capital outlay funding in the Fiscal Year 2017
budget could be something Council might consider.

Mayor Pro Tem Spears advised finishing projects, such as Navy Park, before starting new ones is
something Council should consider.  He suggested: making park improvements; start on a
beautification process for the City of Orange; continue to work for more grants; create new “City
Logo/City Slogan”; joining forces with individuals in community; look into quality of life projects for
the 2019 funding bonds.

Council Member Pullen suggested: develop Simmons Drive property; follow through with projects;
have a centralized theme for the City of Orange such as “Home of the ?”; restaurants along the river
front; use state line to the City’s advantage; industrial zone area; highway mowing, IH-10.

After discussion, it was the consensus of Council to allow staff to proceed with discussions with
State and Federal Officials regarding expanding the use of Hotel/Motel Tax funding.
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Special Call Meeting 3   June 23, 2016

PRIORITIZING

Public Works Projects: 16th Street Corridor improvements, lighting, plantings, beautification,
mowing; industrial zone area; expand ability to use Hotel/Motel Tax funds; downtown development;
sidewalks on Sunset and Park.

Quality of Life Projects: covered shelter at Lions Den and Boat Ramp; splash pads/splash
parks/skate parks.

Marketing Projects: support and encourage social media to continue to grow Orange; City identify
one thing to showcase for advertisement; food trucks/farmers market; flags on 16th Street; city crest
flags; advertise the City in other magazines.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Bellfield moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Spears which carried unanimously.
     

The meeting adjourned at 6:38 P.M.

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                              
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary
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STATE OF TEXAS }
June 28, 2016

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Regular Meeting of the Orange City Council of the City of Orange,
Orange County, Texas, was held in the Library Auditorium on Tuesday, June 28, 2016.    

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Larry Spears Jr. Mayor Pro Tem
Patrick A. Pullen Council Member
Dr. Wayne Guidry Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Annette Pernell Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member  

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager 
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
David Frenzel Fire Chief
Cheryl Zeto Director of Finance
Jim Wolf Director of Public Works
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Brenna Manasco Library Director
Sherry Jackson Accounting Manager
Ramie Howlett C u s t o m e r  S e r v i c e

Manager
Hillary Haynes S o c i a l  M e d i a

Coordinator
Sandy Wilson Grants Planner
Michael Patterson Engineering Tech
Guy Goodson City Attorney 

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: None

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 5:50  P.M. 

Council Member Guidry led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Regular  Meeting 2   June 28, 2016

MOTION FINDING THAT THE ADVANCE POSTING AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF
ARTICLE 8.1200 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS HAVE
BEEN MET IN RELATION TO ALL MINUTES AND PENDING ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT THE READING OF SUCH ITEMS BE CONFINED
TO THE CAPTION OF THE ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.

Council Member Pernell moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem Spears which carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Guidry moved to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2016 Orange Economic
Development Corporation Meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Bellfield
which carried unanimously.

Council Member Pernell moved to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2016 Regular Meeting of the
Orange City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Spears which carried
unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Ms. Haynes invited the citizens to the 4th of July Fireworks and Concert, July 4, 2016 at the
Riverfront Pavilion.

Marva Paul, 1405 3rd Street, is concerned about the drug problems, loan sharking business, and
large alcohol consumption at the County owned Bluebird Fish Camp Park.  She would like help from
law enforcement with the problems at the Park.

Stan Floyd, 433 E. Lutcher Drive, is embarrassed to give tours that go past Bluebird Fish Camp
Park.  He advised he has not seen any changes on Simmons Drive except for the Orange Boat
Ramp.

PROCLAMATION

Mayor Sims read a proclamation observing Juneteenth.  No one was present to accept the
proclamation. 

PUBLIC HEARING

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED SUBSTANTIAL
AMENDMENT TO THE FIVE YEAR CONSOLIDATED PLAN AND THE 2014 ANNUAL ACTION
PLAN FOR THE CITY OF ORANGE’S COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM.
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Regular  Meeting 3   June 28, 2016

THE SUBSTANTIAL AMENDMENT IS TO REALLOCATE REMAINING FUNDS OF $1,477.45
FROM A 2011 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT THAT FINISHED UNDER BUDGET AND
FUNDS OF $70,317.10 FROM A 2013 WATER/SEWER PROJECT THAT WENT THROUGH THE
PROCUREMENT PROCESS AND RECEIVED NO BIDDERS.

THESE FUNDS WOULD BE REALLOCATED TO A 2014 PARK IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT -
SUNSET PARK INCREASING THE AMOUNT TO $131,794.55.  THE PROPOSED UPGRADE TO
SUNSET PARK IS A SKATE PARK.

The public hearing began at 6:04 P.M.

Lynnette Johnson, 1009 Rien, advised if you build it, they will come.  If something is available,
skaters will be there. She is in favor of the skate park.

Council Member Pullen advised having a skate park will get skaters off private property.  A park will
be a better and safer area for skaters.  

Council Member Mello advised he does not want to lose the funds for the skate park.

Mayor Pro Tem Spears advised he would like to follow through with the project.

After discussion, it was the consensus of Council to proceed with the Sunset Skate Park.

The public hearing ended at 6:25 P.M.

ORDINANCES

FINAL READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS, AMENDING ORDINANCE 2009-28 TO BE
CONSISTENT WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF ORDINANCE NO. 2015-12 EXHIBIT B
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT AT SECTION ONE PARAGRAPH 3, BY EXCLUDING ALL
INTERNATIONAL PAPER COMPANY KWH SALES FROM THE BASE FRANCHISE FEE AND
INCREMENTAL FRANCHISE FEE CALCULATION; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES
WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT; MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED
TO THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Pernell which carried unanimously.

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2016-14.

FINAL READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS AMENDING ORDINANCE 1999-10 ADOPTED
ON MARCH 23, 1999 BY PROVIDING A DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR A MIXED USE ZONING
DISTRICT LOCATED NORTH OF INTERSTATE 10 AT SIMMONS DRIVE (108, 109, 117, 507 AND
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Regular  Meeting 4   June 28, 2016

537 LUTCHER DRIVE); PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY
CLAUSE; AND REPEALING ANY ORDINANCE IN CONFLICT WITH THIS ORDINANCE TO THE
EXTENT OF SUCH CONFLICT.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2016-15.

FIRST READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS APPROVING THE RATES PROPOSED BY
CENTERPOINT ENERGY RESOURCES CORP., D/B/A CENTERPOINT ENERGY ENTEX AND
CENTERPOINT ENERGY TEXAS GAS (“CENTERPOINT” OR “COMPANY”) COMPANY’S GAS
RELIABILITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM (“GRIP”) FILING MADE WITH THE CITY ON
MARCH 31, 2016; FINDING THAT THE MEETING COMPLIES WITH THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT;
MAKING OTHER FINDINGS AND PROVISIONS RELATED TO THE SUBJECT, AND DECLARING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION TO CONSOLIDATE THE CITY OF ORANGE LOCAL REGISTRAR DUTIES TO THE
ORANGE COUNTY CLERK. 

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-35.

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO EXCAVATION & CONSTRUCTION, LLC IN THE
AMOUNT OF $472,065.04 FOR THE ALLIE PAYNE WATER & SEWER IMPROVEMENTS, WHITE
OAK ROAD TO 1,600 FEET WEST. 

Council Member Mello moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem Spears which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-36.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE
SALVATION ARMY BOYS & GIRLS CLUB FOR USE OF THE ORANGE MUNICIPAL
NATATORIUM. 

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried unanimously.
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Regular  Meeting 5   June 28, 2016

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-37.

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING INDIVIDUALS TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY OF ORANGE
TO MAKE WITHDRAWALS, AUTHORIZE TRANSFERS AND PERFORM RELATED ACTIONS
INVOLVING ALL ACCOUNTS ON DEPOSIT WITH THE CITY’S DEPOSITORY BANK(S). 

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-38.

RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING THAT TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (TXDOT)
LOWER THE SPEED LIMIT ON MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DRIVE (FM 3247) FROM 70 MPH TO
55 MPH. 

Council Member Pernell moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Bellfield which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-39.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

MOTION DECLARING A 2001 BMW 3251, VIN# WBAAV33491FV01891, AS SURPLUS AND
AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL BY AUCTION THROUGH RENÉ BATES AUCTIONEERS, INC.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Mello which carried unanimously.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

Dr. Oubre advised he wanted to commend three City employees: Jim Wolf for his work on the West
Bluff Road Project and reimbursement received from the Pipeline Company doing work in that area;
Jay Trahan for making the necessary contacts to get TAN, an indigent care facility, to locate in
Orange; Ramie Howlett for her work with the State to get Orange in compliance with their
recommendation to consolidate birth and death records with Orange County.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Mayor Pro Tem Spears thanked: the citizens who attended the meeting tonight; Deborah Mitchell
and everyone who helped organize the Juneteenth activities; Ms. Paul for her efforts to clean up
Bluebird Fish Camp Park.

Council Member Mello: invited everyone to the 4th of July activities; congratulated Mr. Wolf, Mr.
Trahan and Ms. Howlett.
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Regular  Meeting 6   June 28, 2016

Council Member Bellfield: thanked Mr. Trahan and the Orange Police Department for their work
during the Juneteenth activities; would like the City to consider a Memorial Park; planting orange
trees in the City; concerned about Orange not having big enough hotels to host large groups.

Council Member Guidry: thanked the citizens who attended the meeting tonight; invited citizens to
the 4th of July activities.

Council Member Pullen: thanked the citizens who attended the meeting tonight; asked citizens to
work with Council on City projects; thanked Ms. Paul for bringing the issues at Bluebird Fish Camp
Park to the Council; Orange was nominated as one of the safest City’s to live in; staff and Council
are trying to bring projects to Orange.

Mayor Sims thanked everyone who attended the meeting tonight.
 

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Bellfield moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Pernell which carried unanimously.
     

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 P.M.

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary
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