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MEETING AGENDA

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL
Orange Public Library Auditorium

220 N. Fifth Street
Orange, Texas

February 23, 2016
5:30 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor

2. INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Council Member Pullen

3. MOTION

a) Motion finding that the advance posting and notice requirements
of Article 8.1200 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Orange, Texas have been met in relation to all minutes and
pending ordinances and resolutions on this agenda and that the
reading of such items be  confined to the captions as are agreed
upon by the ordinances and resolutions. 1 Mayor/Council

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) January 5, 2016 Planning and Zoning Meeting 5 Mayor/Council

b) February 9, 2016 City Council Meeting 9 Mayor/Council

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any
subject matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda.  All
comments are limited to a maximum three minutes for each
speaker.   Your  comments are  appreciated.  As  the Texas  Open
Meetings Act does not allow the Council to respond to items not
listed on the agenda, your comments will be duly noted by the
Council and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt
consideration.
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6. PUBLIC HEARING

a) Conduct a public hearing concerning the re-zoning of a
1160.870 acre tract or parcel of land out of the Charles Morgan
Survey Abstract No. 18, the William Morgan Survey, Abstract
No. 266, the Jacob Towensend Survey, Abstract No. 180, and
the John Allen Survey Abstract No. 1, all in Orange County,
Texas (International Paper Company) from “R-1" Low Density
Residential to “I” Industrial. 13 Staff: Knauf

7. ORDINANCE

a) First Reading:

Consider an ordinance amending the City of Orange Official
Zoning Map, a part of Chapter 12: Planning and Zoning, of the
2000 Revised Code of Ordinances of the City of Orange, Texas:
changing the zoning classification of an 1160.870 acre tract or
parcel of land out of the Charles Morgan Survey Abstract No.
18, the William Morgan Survey, Abstract No. 266, the Jacob
Towensend Survey, Abstract No. 180, and the John Allen
Survey Abstract No. 1, all in Orange County, Texas from “R-1"
Low Density Residential Zoning District to “I” Industrial Zoning
District; providing for the official Zoning Map of the City of
Orange, Texas to reflect such change; and making certain
findings relative thereto. 15 Staff: Knauf 

8. PUBLIC HEARING

a) Conduct a public hearing concerning amending Article 12.1000
of the Code of Ordinances “Sign Regulations” in its entirety and
Section 12.611 “Supplemental Regulations Applicable to All
Zoning Districts” by regulating searchlights and beacons. 23 Staff: Knauf

9. ORDINANCE

a) First Reading:

Consider an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Texas amending Chapter 12.1000 “Sign Regulations” in its
entirety; amending Section 12.611 “Supplementary Regulations
Applicable to All Zoning Districts” by regulating searchlights and
beacons; repealing all ordinances in conflict to the extent of any
conflict, providing for a severability clause, and establishing an
effective date. 24 Staff: Knauf

10. DISCUSSION/ACTION

a) Consider a motion acknowledging annual review of the City of
Orange Investment Policy. 39 Staff: English 

b) Consider a motion acknowledging receipt of the Quarterly
Investment Report for the period ending December 31, 2015. 64 Staff: English 
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c) Consider a motion accepting the extension of the current Water
Service Hardware Contract from March 1, 2016 through
September 30, 2016.  This contract is shared by Rural Pipe &
Supply Company and MDN Enterprises, Inc. 71 Staff: Wolf

d) Consider a motion authorizing the Orange County Mosquito
Control District to fly low altitudes as required for the application
of insecticides for the abatement of mosquitoes within the limits
of the City of Orange. 74 Staff:  Oubre

11. REPORTS

a) City Manager Report

b) City Council Report

12. ADJOURN TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Deliberation with City Attorney pursuant to Chapter 551 of the
Texas Government Code:

(1) Deliberation with City Attorney regarding pending or
contemplated litigation as authorized by subsection
551.071 - CAUSE NO. D160030-C - LESLIE E. BARRAS
and HISTORIC ORANGE PRESERVATION
EMPOWERMENT, INC., Plaintiffs VS. THE CITY OF
ORANGE, TEXAS, et al, Defendants. Mayor/Council

(2) Deliberation with City Attorney regarding pending or
contemplated litigation as authorized by subsection
551.071 - Residents in violation of City of Orange Code of
Ordinances Section 11.102 and Article 11.500  - requiring
connection to water and sewer systems.  Mayor/Council

13. RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

a) Take action as necessary regarding item 12 a (1) and (2)
above. Mayor/Council

14. ADJOURNMENT
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Texas Penal Code 30.06:
“Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H,
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not
enter this property with a concealed handgun”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.06 del código penal (entrada de
persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano oculta), una
persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del código de
gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas de mano) no
se permite entrar en esta propiedad con “ninguna armas de mano
oculta” 

Texas Penal Code 30.07:
“Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under
Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing
law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried
openly”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.07 del código penal (entrada de
una persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano visible),
una persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del
código de gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas
de mano visible) no se permite entrar en esta propiedad con
ninguna “armas de mano visible”

No Firearms Allowed
No se permite ninguna armas de fuego
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STATE OF TEXAS }
February 9, 2016

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Regular Meeting of the Orange City Council of the City of Orange,
Orange County, Texas, was held in the Library Auditorium on Tuesday, February 9, 2016.    

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Mary McKenna Mayor Pro Tem
Patrick A. Pullen Council Member
Dr. Wayne Guidry Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member (left

meeting at 10:17 A.M.)
Larry Spears Jr. Council Member

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
Gail English Director of Finance
David Frenzel Fire Chief
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Brenna Manasco Library Director
Kelly Griffin Police Evd. & ID Tech
John Cash Smith C i t y  A t t o r n e y  ( l e f t

meeting at 10:30 A.M.)

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: Jim Wolf Director of Public Works

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 

Council Member Spears led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION FINDING THAT THE ADVANCE POSTING AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF
ARTICLE 8.1200 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS HAVE
BEEN MET IN RELATION TO ALL MINUTES AND PENDING ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT THE READING OF SUCH ITEMS BE CONFINED
TO THE CAPTION OF THE ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.
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Regular  Meeting 2   February 9, 2016

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the minutes of the January 26, 2016 Regular Meeting
of the Orange City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Spears which
carried unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

David Meaux, 2403 Bear Trails, advised he thinks it was a mistake to remove the Nativity Scene
from City Hall.  He would like for it to be returned.  He presented Council with letters from
government officials in favor of returning the Nativity Scene to City Hall.  

ORDINANCES

FINAL READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF ORANGE, TEXAS AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION
WITH OTHER ENTERGY SERVICE AREA CITIES IN MATTERS CONCERNING ENTERGY
TEXAS, INC. AT THE PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS AND THE FEDERAL ENERGY
REGULATORY COMMISSION IN 2016.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2016-3.

PUBLIC HEARING

CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE CITIZEN COMMENTS CONCERNING THE RE-
PLATTING OF 1.56 ACRES OF LAND AND BEING ALL OF LOT 9, LOT 10, LOT 11, LOT 12,
LOT13, LOT 18, LOT 19 AND LOT 20 IN BLOCK 4, BELMONT PARK, RECORDED IN VOLUME
3, PAGE 45, MAP RECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS
2413, 2415, 2417, 2419 AND 2421 N. 16TH STREET (PUTNAM PLAZA).

The public hearing began a 9:06 A.M.

There were no citizen comments.

The public hearing ended at 9:08 A.M.
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Regular  Meeting 3   February 9, 2016

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS APPROVING A
REPLAT OF 1.56 ACRES OF LAND AND BEING ALL OF LOT 9, LOT 10, LOT 11, LOT 12, LOT
18, LOT 19 AND LOT 20 IN BLOCK 4, BELMONT PARK, RECORDED IN VOLUME 3, PAGE 45,
MAP RECORDS OF ORANGE COUNTY, TEXAS, MORE COMMONLY KNOWN AS 2413, 2415,
2417, 2419 AND 2421 N. 16TH STREET (PUTNAM PLAZA).

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-11.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

MOTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE
STARK FOUNDATION FOR INSTALLATION OF BANNERS ON LIGHT POLES LOCATED ON
16TH STREET.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

Dr. Oubre advised the City is considering the purchase of a pumper truck for the Fire Department
and needed direction from Council if they would like a workshop or an agenda item to discuss this
purchase.

It was the consensus of the Council to schedule a workshop.
 

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Council Member Spears reminded everyone that March is Black History Month.  

Council Member Mello appreciated David Meaux for his work regarding the Nativity Scene.

Mayor Pro Tem McKenna wished everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day.  She encouraged individuals
to attend the Lamar State College - Orange Distinguished Lecture Series with Mary Matalin and
James Carville.

Council Member Bellfield thanked everyone who was involved with the Mardi Gras Parade and
Concert.

Council Member Guidry encouraged citizens to participate in the Trash-Off this Saturday.
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Regular  Meeting 4   February 9, 2016

Council Member Pullen thanked the Orange Police Department for doing a magnificent job.  The
Mardi Gras Parade was a great success.  

Mayor Sims also encouraged citizens to participate in the Trash-Off this Saturday.

ADJOURN TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Deliberation with City Attorney pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:

(1) Deliberation with City Attorney regarding pending or contemplated litigation as
authorized by subsection 551.071 -CAUSE NO. D160030-C - LESLIE BARRAS and
HISTORIC ORANGE PRESERVATION EMPOWERMENT, INC., Plaintiffs VS. THE
CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS, et al, Defendants.   

The Council met in closed executive session at 9:34 A.M.

Council Member Mello left the meeting at 10:17 A.M.

Mr. Smith left the meeting at 10:30 A.M.

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

The Council reconvened in open session at 10:30 A.M.

TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY REGARDING ITEM 11 a (1) ABOVE.

No action was taken.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Bellfield moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.
     

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 A.M.

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Dr. Shawn Oubre Ph.D., City Manager 

From:   Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development 

Subject: Recommendation concerning amending the Orange Code of Ordinances Article 
12.1000 “Sign Regulations” and Section 12.611 “Supplementary Regulations 
Applicable to All Zoning Districts”  

Date:  February 15, 2015 

 

Background 

Attached for your consideration is a proposed ordinance that amends Article 12.1000 of the Code of 
Ordinances that regulates signs.  The proposed amendments include the following: 

 Renames “Temporary Event Signs” to “Promotional Signs” (to avoid confusion with the proposed 
“Special Event Signs”); 

 Adds blade signs, banners, balloons, feather flags, inflatables, air dancers, inflatable tubes, and 
pennants to the definition of a promotional sign; 

 Changes the size of a master sign from 400 square feet with unlimited size for the shopping center 
identification to 600 square feet total including shopping center identification; 

 Re-writes Section 12.1005.a. pertaining to pole signs and portable signs in the Historic Districts to 
clarify the regulations; 

 Creates a sign classification of “Exhibition Signs” to address signs that may be for a cultural or 
performing exhibition, event or performance of a historic, cultural or artistic nature such as plays, 
concerts, and museum exhibits; 

 Creates a sign classification of “Special Event Signs” that address signs for special events of a 
community-wide event or activity conducted by, or sponsored by, on or behalf of a unit of local 
government, an agency of the State of Texas, an accredited institute of higher learning, a charitable 
organization or a not-for-profit organization such as Bassmasters, and boat races; 

 Creates a sign classification of “Window Signs” regulating the size of signs in windows; and  
 Corrects typos, duplications and inconsistencies in the current ordinance and clarifies wording in 

the current ordinance. 

The proposed ordinance also amends Section 12.611 “Supplementary Regulations Applicable to All Zoning 
Districts” by regulating searchlights and beacons.  The proposed ordinance prohibits searchlights or 
beacons unless they have a sign permit and the searchlights/beacons can only be operated for 30-day periods 
three times a year with 30 day intervals between each 30-day period. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission considered the proposed ordinance at their February 2, 2016 meeting 
and voted unanimously to recommend that the City Council adopt the ordinance amending the sign 
ordinance and establishing regulations for searchlights and beacons. 
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Recommendation 

I recommend that the City Council to adopt an ordinance amending Article 12.1000 “Sign Regulations” 
and Section 12.611 “Supplementary Regulations Applicable to All Zoning Districts” as presented. 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS 
AMENDING CHAPTER 12.1000 “SIGN REGULATIONS” IN ITS ENTIRETY; 
AMENDING SECTION 12.611 “SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS 
APPLICABLE TO ALL ZONING DISTRICTS” BY REGULATING 
SEARCHLIGHTS AND BEACONS; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN 
CONFLICT TO THE EXTENT OF ANY CONFLICT, PROVIDING FOR A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed Chapter 12.1000 “Sign 
Regulations” of the Orange Code of Ordinances and recommends that the current sign regulations be 
amended, and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed Chapter 12.611 “Supplementary 
Regulations Applicable to All Zoning Districts” and recommends that regulations pertaining to searchlights 
and beacons be adopted; and 

WHEREAS, there have been federal court rulings on the regulation of signs, and 

WHEREAS, the City Council believes that regulating signs, searchlights and beacons is necessary 
to prevent signs from dominating the landscape or buildings; creating a nuisance to persons using the public 
rights-of-way; constituting a visual nuisance by their size, location or height; creating a hazard due to 
collapse, fire, decay or abandonment; obstructing firefighting or police surveillance, and do not create 
traffic hazards by confusing or distracting motorists, or their ability to read traffic signs or impair the 
driver’s ability to see pedestrians, vehicles or obstacles, and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted before the Planning and Zoning Commission on 
February 2, 2016 to receive comments from the public concerning the proposed changes to the sign 
ordinance and the regulation of searchlights and beacons; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a public hearing to receive comments from the public 
concerning the proposed changes to the sign ordinance and the regulation of searchlights and beacons; now 

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, 
TEXAS 

Section 1. That Chapter 12.100 “Sign Regulations” is hereby amended in its entirety as shown on 
the attached Exhibit “A”. 

Section 2. That Section 12.611 “Supplementary Regulations Applicable to All Zoning Districts” is 
hereby amended to add the following: 

Searchlights or beacons.  Any apparatus capable of projecting a powerful beam or beams of light 
directed into the atmosphere or directed at one or more points not on the same zone lot as the light source; 
also any light with one or more beams that rotate or move.  Does not include any kind of lighting device 
required or necessary under the safety regulations described by the Federal Aviation Agency or similar 
agencies and does not include commercially-produced laser light shows. 

Time.  A no-cost sign permit is required.  The sign permit must be displayed in a conspicuous place 
visible from the street for the purpose of walk-up inspection.  A sign permit shall not be issued until the 
city has issued a certificate of occupancy for the business that elects to display a searchlight or beacon.  One 
searchlight or beacon can be placed for a thirty-day period three (3) times a year and with a minimum thirty-
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day interval between placements. A single permit for a searchlight or beacon may be issued for only one 
24-hour period at a time.  A business can only display one searchlight or beacon at a time. 

Place.  A searchlight or beacon shall not be located in required parking spaces, or driveways that 
provide access to parking spaces or fire lanes, nor shall any searchlight or beacon or its securing devices 
encroach into a right-of-way.  Searchlights and beacons are only permitted within a nonresidential zoning 
district. 

Manner.  Searchlights  or beacons shall not be located within 200 feet of a residence and shall not 
shine into the eyes of occupants in any vehicle or into any residential window or where the illumination 
interferes with the readability of any traffic signal or device. 

Section 3. That all Ordinances that are in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance be repealed 
and all other Ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

Section 4. That it is expressly ordained that if any section or subsection, clause, sentence or 
paragraph of the ordinance shall be found to be illegal, invalid, or void by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, then such findings shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance, but the same shall 
be valid and in effect, it being the expressed intention of the City Council of the City of Orange, Texas to 
pass each and every sentence, clause, paragraph or section individually. 

Section 5. That the meeting at which this Ordinance was approved was in all things conducted in 
strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551. 

Section 6. That this ordinance shall become effective upon second and final passage by the City 
Council and publication as required by State law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading this the _____________ day of ___________, 2016. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading this the ___________ day of ___________, 2016. 

 

 

      Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

City Attorney 
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Exhibit “A” 

 

 

ARTICLE 12.1000 - SIGN REGULATIONS  

 

Sec. 12.1001 - Introduction  

This section provides regulations for signs to achieve the following:  

(1) Communication. To provide the opportunity for businesses to identify themselves or for a 
message to be presented.  

(2) Public Welfare and Safety. To assure that:  

(A) Signs do not dominate the landscape or buildings; and 

(B) Signs do not create a nuisance to persons using the public rights-of-way; and 

(C) Signs do not constitute a visual nuisance by their, size, location, or height; and 

(D) Signs do not create a hazard due to collapse, fire, decay or abandonment; and 

(E) Signs do not obstruct firefighting or police surveillance; and 

(F) Signs do not create traffic hazards by confusing or distracting motorists, or their ability to 
read traffic signs or impair the driver's ability to see pedestrians, vehicles or obstacles.  

Sec. 12.1002 - Definitions  

The following definitions are applicable to the sign regulations only.  

Awning. Means an overhanging shelter projecting from the exterior wall of a building  

Building. Means a structure which has a roof supported by columns or walls for the shelter, support, 
or enclosure of persons, animals or chattel.  

Building wall area. Means the area encompassed by the height and width of a building facade.  

Facade. Means an exterior wall of a building.  

Illumination, direct. Means a light source which is enclosed within the sign.  

Illumination, indirect. Means a light source which is not enclosed within the sign.  

Off-premise sign. Means a sign displaying advertising copy that pertains to a business, person, 
organization, activity, event, place, service, or product not principally located or primarily manufactured or 
sold on the premises on which the sign is located.  

On-premise sign. Means a sign advertising products, goods, accommodations, services or activities on 
the premises where the sign is located or a sign of a noncommercial nature placed on the premise by the 
owner or occupant.  

Public property. Means all publicly owned property, including streets, rights-of-way, easements and 
everything affixed thereto.  

Roof line. Means the uppermost line of the roof of a building not including towers, spires, domes, 
cupolas, architectural embellishments or extended facades.  
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Sight Triangle. Means the area bounded by the street gutter lines at corner lots and a straight line 
joining said street lines at points, measured along said street lines, that are twenty (20) feet distant from the 
point of intersection.  

Sign. Means a structure, display, painting, inflatable object or other item that is designed, intended or 
used to attract attention, advertise or inform about a business, person, organization, activity, event, place, 
service, or product.  

Sign area. Means the area in square feet of the smallest rectangle enclosing the total exterior surface 
of a sign or of one face of a double faced sign.  

Sign height. Means the vertical distance between the highest part of the sign including the sign 
structure, and the nearest point of the ground surface.  

Sign structure. Means a structure which supports a sign.  

Street frontage. Means the linear frontage of a building or property abutting a street, excluding alleys.  

Zoning board. Means the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the City of Orange, Texas.  

(Ordinance 2014-2, § I(Exh. A(1)), adopted 1/14/14)  

Sec. 12.1003 - General Provisions  

The following regulations shall apply to signs in all districts unless otherwise provided for elsewhere 
in this chapter:  

(1) All signs shall be constructed and erected in accordance with the building and electrical codes of 
the City of Orange.  

(2) Location.  

(A) No sign shall be erected as to prevent free ingress or egress from any door, window, or fire 
escape; and no sign shall be attached to a standpipe or fire escape.  

(B) No sign shall be erected at the intersection of any streets in such a manner as to obstruct free 
and clear vision or at any location where, by reason of position, it may interfere with or 
obstruct the view of traffic sight lines or traffic control devices. However, where allowed in 
the zoning district, a sign is permitted within the sight triangle provided that the pole(s) on 
which it is mounted does not exceed twelve (12) inches in diameter and providing that the 
lowest extremity of the sign is at least ten (10) feet above ground level.  

(C) Any sign attached to the wall of a building and extending out more than fifteen (15) inches 
shall be deemed a projecting wall sign. Such signs shall not extend more than six (6) feet 
from the building wall; and shall be at least ten (10) feet above the finished grade. Projecting 
wall signs shall be allowed to extend over public property only in the "Old Town Center" 
Zoning District and shall in no event extend closer than three (3) feet from the front of the 
curb.  

(D) All business and advertising signs must be attached to or located on private property unless 
otherwise allowed in this chapter. To provide reasonable flexibility in these regulations, the 
Zoning Board of Adjustments may approve an application for a business sign or advertising 
structure that may not conform with the provisions of the district in which it is located, where 
the location, size or addition would not be inconsistent with the character of the area or 
neighborhood in which such sign or structure is to be located  
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(E) All on-premises signs shall be set back ten (10) feet. The ten (10) foot setback shall be 
measured from the property line to the nearest point of the sign. The following are exempt 
from these height and setback requirements: 

(1) If the sign is less than three (3) feet high, it may be located at the property line but not 
in the right-of-way; or, 

(2) If the lowest edge of the sign is located ten (10) feet or more above the ground, it may 
be located at the property line but not in the right-of-way and within the sight triangle if 
allowed by the zoning district. 

(F) No sign may be located closer than ten (10) feet from overhead electrical conductors which 
are energized in excess of seven hundred and fifty volts (750).  

(G) No sign or sign structure may be erected on any light pole, utility pole, fire hydrant, or other 
similar object or structure.  

(H) No off-premises signs are allowed, with the exception of billboard signs, real estate signs, 
political signs, special events signs or exhibition signs.  

(I) No sign may be located in, or project over public property except for special event signs with 
prior approval of the Director of Planning and Community Development and the Director of 
Public Works; or in the OTC zoning district.  

(J) No sign shall be placed on any publicly owned structure without the expressed consent and 
design approval of the City Council. Such signs shall be exempt from these regulations; 
however, the council should attempt to keep the design of such signs within the intent of the 
sign regulations.  

(3) Illumination. The illumination of any sign within fifty (50) feet of and facing a residential use lot 
line shall be diffused or indirect and designed to prevent direct rays of light from shining into 
adjoining residential  lots. Neon signs and plastic face signs with internal lighting are considered 
diffused or indirectly lighted signs.  

(4) Revolving Signs. No revolving device or sign of any kind is allowed.  

(5) Sign Maintenance.  

(A) All signs and, their support systems, shall be maintained in good repair and shall be 
maintained in a safe, clean, sanitary, and no offensive condition, and shall be kept free and 
clear of all obnoxious substances and rubbish.  

(B) Whenever a sign becomes structurally unsafe or endangers the public safety, the Building 
Official shall give written notice to the owner of the sign or the owner of the premises on 
which the sign is located that such sign be made safe or removed within ten (10) days.  

(C) When a sign poses an immediate danger the building official shall contact the owner of the 
property or in the case of a billboard or a leased portable sign the owner of the sign and 
request the sign be removed or repaired to the satisfaction of the Building Official within 
twenty-four hours (24) or the Building Official shall have the sign removed or repaired at 
the city's expense. The owner of the property or in the case of a billboard the owner of the 
billboard will be billed for all expenses incurred and will submit payment within ten (10) 
working days. If the owner fails to remit the expenses the Building Official shall have a lien 
filed upon the property equal to the amount of the costs incurred for removing or repairing 
the sign and also any expenses incurred in the collection or filing processes.  
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(6) Conformance with Sign Regulations.  

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, 
repair, move, improve, convert, demolish, equip, use or maintain any sign or sign structure 
in the city, or cause or permit the same to be done, contrary to or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this article.  

(B) Where a legal nonconforming sign exists at the effective date of adoption or amendment of 
this article that could not be erected under the terms of this article for reasons specified 
herein, such sign may be continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the 
following provisions:  

(i) No sign may be enlarged or altered in any way which increases its nonconformity. 

(ii) Should the sign be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than fifty percent (50%) 
of its replacement cost at time of destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in 
conformity with the provisions of this article.  

(iii) Should the sign be moved for any reason for any distance whatever, it shall thereafter 
conform to the regulations after it is moved.  

An illegal sign which exists at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this article 
shall be removed.  

Sec. 12.1004 - Administration  

The Director of Planning and Community Development has the responsibility for administering the 
sign regulations for proposed signs not specifically identified herein. The Director has the authority to 
utilize the regulations for the most closely associated sign identified in this section.  

(1) Sign Permits. A sign permit must be obtained from the Department of Planning and Community 
Development prior to installation of a new sign, with the exception of a directional sign, real 
estate sign, occupant identification sign, or window sign, which complies with these regulations.  

(2) Sign Permit Fees. A sign permit fee of ten dollars ($10.00) shall be paid to the City of Orange for 
each sign to be erected before a sign permit is issued with the exception of Construction Signs, 
Promotional Signs, Special Events Signs and Exhibition Signs.  

(3) An inspection shall be conducted by the building official or his designee on all sign installations 
to assure the foundation, sign structure, and electrical service are placed as to code.  

(4) All permits shall expire one hundred eighty (180) days after date issued. If said sign is not erected 
within this time a new permit (including applicable fee) shall be secured.  

(5) Any person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and each such person shall be deemed guilty of a separate offense for each and 
every day or portion thereof during which any violation of any of the provisions of this article is 
committed, continued or permitted, and upon conviction of any such violation such person shall 
be punishable by a fine of not more than $200.00 with each day the violation occurs being a 
separate offense.  

Sec. 12.1005 - Number and Location Regulations  

(a) Number of Signs Allowed.  
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(1) No more than one pole sign or one monument sign per store 

(2) No more than one master sign per location 

(3) No more than one awning sign per occupant 

(4) No more than one projecting wall sign or allowed wall signs per street frontage per occupant.  

(4) One (1) under awning sign per building occupant (only allowed with awning sign). 

(5) One (1)   Promotional Sign per building occupant. 

(b) Exempt Signs. The following signs are exempt from the requirements of the sign regulations:  

(1) A memorial or historic landmark sign; 

(2) A sign from a governmental agency used to carry out its responsibility to notify or inform the 
public, or protect the health, safety, or welfare of the public;  

(3) Residential address or occupant sign; 

(4) A city, county, state or national flag; 

(5) A sign which directs people to a publicly owned facility; 
 (6) An official state inspection sign identifying inspection service carried out; 

(7) A sign attached to a publicly owned structure 

Sec. 12.1005.a. - Historic Overlay Zoning Districts  

Within a historic overlay district: Signs within a historic overlay district shall comply with all sign 
regulations and the following additional requirement: 

(1) Pole-mounted or monument signs shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area 
 (Ordinance 2001-10, § I, adopted 3/13/01)  

Sec. 12.1006 - Types of Signs Allowed and Specific Sign Regulations  

(a) Awning Sign: A sign that is part of an awning, canopy or marquee. Allowed in commercial and 
industrial zoning districts.  

(1) An awning sign shall not extend outside the line of the awning. 

(2) An awning sign may be located on the front or side of an awning. 

(3) An awning sign for any business shall not exceed one (1) square foot per linear foot of store 
frontage.  

(4) An awning sign may be placed in conjunction with either a projecting wall sign or a wall sign but 
not both. The square footage requirements for each type of sign shall comply with this ordinance, 
however the total of the awning sign and the projecting wall sign or wall sign shall in no instance 
exceed thirty (30) percent of the facade surface.  

(b) Under Awning Sign: A sign attached to the underside of an awning, canopy or marquee. Allowed in 
commercial and industrial zoning districts.  

(1) Shall not exceed four (4) square feet. 
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(2) Under awning signs shall have a clearance of seven and one-half feet (7½) feet between the 
ground and the bottom of the sign.  

(c) Billboard: A sign which serves to provide a message or advertise a business that is located on property 
other than where the sign is placed.  

(1) Billboards are allowed in three commercial zoning districts, "IDC", "C-2" and "I" and shall only 
be placed on property fronting state highways within these districts, less and except the following:  

(A) MacArthur Drive from Adams Bayou to 16th Street.  

(B) Green Avenue from 16th Street to Simmons Drive.  

(C) 16th Street from Main Avenue to IH-10.  

(2) Size of billboards. 

(A) Static and digital billboards fronting IH-10 shall not exceed six hundred seventy-two (672) 
square feet.  

(B) Digital billboards shall not exceed two hundred sixty (260) square feet in any other allowed 
location.  

(C) Static billboards shall not exceed four hundred fifty (450) square feet in any other allowed 
location.  

(3) Reserved. 

(4) All billboard signs meet the requirements of the State of Texas as set out in the Texas Highway 
Beautification Act, Texas Transportation Code, Chapter 391 and implementing regulations 
published in Title 43 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 21, except as specifically modified and 
set out in this section.  

(5) All legally existing billboards outside the "IDC", "C-2" or "I" Districts shall be considered 
nonconforming structures and shall not be enlarged or altered except to conform to the provisions 
of this section. Nothing contained herein shall be construed to prevent normal maintenance and 
repairs, repainting, or posting of such signs. Reasonable repair and maintenance shall be 
conduction on such signs.  

(6) Digital Billboards are allowed in the city limits and shall meet the same location, size and building 
requirements as all other billboards as stated in this section and shall also meet the following:  

(A) The image or message shall be static or fixed and lasting no less than ten (10) seconds. Each 
screen message is to contain a single advertisement;  

(B) The image or message shall change to another image or message in a period of two (2) 
seconds or less;  

(C) The image or message shall not be animated, flashing, scrolling or contain video imagery; 

(D) The image or message shall adjust its brightness as ambient light levels change so as not to 
be visually distracting; and  

(E) The digital billboard shall contain a default design that will freeze the sign's image or 
message if a malfunction occurs.  

(7) No billboard can be placed on a building or any other structure not specifically designed for the 
placement of a billboard as determined by the director.  
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(d) Construction Sign. A sign erected in connection with project identifying the building or structure, 
owners, architects, building contractor, subcontractors and other persons or firms affiliated with the 
project. Allowed in all zoning districts. No permit is required.  

(1) Shall not be erected for longer than thirty (30) days prior to the beginning of the project, nor thirty 
(30) days following the completion of the project.  

(2) Shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in area. 

(3) Shall not exceed twelve (12) feet in height. 

(e) Directional Sign: An on-premises sign designed to guide or direct pedestrians or vehicles.  

(1) Shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area. 

(2) Shall not exceed three (3) feet in height. 

(f) Electronic Reader Board: A sign which displays a continuous digital message. For permitting, the 
square footage of an electronic reader board, with the signage on which it is located such as a pole 
mounted, wall, master sign, etc. Allowed in Commercial and Industrial Zoning Districts.  

(g) Flashing Sign: A sign which contains or is illuminated by lights which are intermittently cut on or off, 
change in intensity or otherwise create the illusion of flashing or movement.  

Flashing signs are not permitted.  

(h) Master Sign: A sign which identifies the name and/or occupants, or both, of a shopping center, 
industrial park, office building or other building having three (3) or more tenants. Allowed in 
commercial and industrial zoning districts.  

(1) One (1) master sign shall be allowed for each location. The master sign shall be used only for the 
purpose of identifying the name of the building and the name(s) of the individual business 
establishment(s) located therein.  

(2) No master sign shall be located closer than fifty (50) feet to any adjacent residential property.  

(3) The maximum height of any master sign shall be fifty (50) feet except in the "IDC" Interstate 
Development Corridor Zoning District which shall not exceed one hundred (100) feet.  

(4) The maximum sign area of a master sign is six hundred (600) square feet.  

(5) A master sign is allowed only where a monument sign or a pole sign is not erected. 

(i) Monument Sign: A sign having its base on the ground. Monument signs are supported primarily by an 
internal structural framework or integrated into landscaping or other solid structural features except 
support poles. 

(1) Shall not exceed one hundred (100) square feet. 

(j) Occupant Identification Sign: A sign located on a building identifying the name of the occupant of the 
premises or the occupation, address, floor number or suite number of the occupant. Allowed in all 
zoning districts. No permit required.  

(1) An occupant identification sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet in area or project more than 
six (6) inches beyond the face of the building.  

(2) An occupant identification sign shall not be illuminated. 
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(k) Pole Sign: A sign mounted on a freestanding pole permanently attached to the ground which identifies 
a single business, message, or activity. Allowed in commercial and industrial zoning districts.  

(1) A pole sign shall not exceed one hundred fifty (150) square feet in area 

(2) A pole sign shall not exceed twenty four (24) feet in height. 

(3) A pole sign is not allowed where a master sign is erected. 

(4) Businesses located within a shopping center, mall, office building or any other group 
arrangement:  

(A) Shall be required to have a master sign if such building has five (5) or more tenant spaces;  

(B) Shall be permitted a pole sign or monument sign for each tenant space in all such buildings 
existing at the date of adoption of this article;  

(C) Shall replace all existing pole or monument signs with a master sign if an existing said 
building is altered by more than fifty (50) percent of its value within a one year period.  

(5) Any single business having in excess of two hundred (200) feet of frontage on any one street may 
install a second pole sign. Such sign shall conform to all requirements within this article.  

(l) Political Sign: A sign urging the election or defeat of any candidate seeking a political office, or urging 
the passage or defeat of a ballot measure. Allowed in all zoning districts.  

(1) One no-cost sign permit shall be issued to cover all political signs erected by a candidate or person 
sponsoring a particular issue. The permit will reflect the name of the local individual responsible 
for placing the signs for the term of the political campaign.  

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to post a political sign on or over any public property in the 
City of Orange. Any political sign removed from public property by city personnel shall be 
disposed of immediately.  

(3) No political sign shall be illuminated, directly or indirectly, except for a billboard sign.  

(4) No political sign shall be larger than fifty (50) square feet in effective sign area, except for 
billboard signs.  

(5) Freestanding political signs shall not exceed a maximum height of ten (10) feet. In addition, no 
freestanding political sign shall be located in any sight triangle.  

(6) All political signs shall be removed within ten (10) days after the election. 

(m) Portable Sign: A sign that is not permanently affixed to a structure or the ground. This includes all signs 
having a changeable copy panel board mounted on a metal or wood frame with wheels or legs allowing 
it to be moved from site to site, A-frame signs, or other portable signs. This does not include real estate 
signs,  Promotional  signs, Special Event signs, Exhibition signs, or Construction signs.  Portable Signs 
will not be allowed for use in any zoning district under any circumstance. All existing portable signs 
legally placed at the time of passage of the ordinance from which this subsection is derived shall be 
designated as non-conforming uses. As nonconforming portable signs are removed by the property 
owner or fall into disrepair, they cannot be replaced.  

(n) Projecting Wall Sign: A sign which projects perpendicular from the wall of a building. Allowed in 
commercial and industrial zoning district.  
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(1) A projecting wall sign shall not rise above the top of the parapet, eaves, or building facade of the 
building on which it is located.  

(2) A projecting wall sign shall not project more than six (6) feet from the building wall.  

(3) A projecting wall sign shall not exceed eighteen (18) square feet in area. 

(4) A projecting wall sign shall not have visible guy wires, rods, chains or ropes for support.  

(o) Real Estate Sign: A sign which advertises the sale, trade, lease or rental of a residence, lot, land, group 
of lots, group of residences or open house. No permit is required by the city.  

(1) A real estate sign that is less than five (5) square feet in area in single-family residential districts 
or thirty-two (32) square feet in multifamily residential or commercial districts is exempt from 
the sign regulations.  

(2)  A real estate sign located within an "IDC" district shall meet the regulations as set forth by the 
State of Texas in the State Department of Highways and Transportation's Control of Outdoor 
Advertising Signs.  

(p) Roof Sign: A sign which is erected on or extends above the roof line of a building.  

(1) Roof signs are not permitted, except as Promotional Signs and subject to the regulations for  
Promotional Signs.  

(q) Promotional  Sign: A sign which is used for a temporary period of time by a business to advertise or 
promote a business activity and is not permanently affixed to a structure or the ground. Promotional 
signs include but are not limited to: blade signs, banners, balloons, feather flags, inflatables, air 
dancers, inflatable tubes, and pennants,  

(1)  A Promotional sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in sign area. 

(2) No business shall install more than one (1) Promotional sign at a time 

(3) A Promotional sign can only be placed for a thirty-day period three (3) times a year and with a 
minimum thirty-day interval between placements and may not be placed in the sight triangle.  

(4) A no cost permit is required. 

 

(r)  Special Event Sign.  A sign advertising or announcing a communitywide event or activity conducted 
by, or sponsored by, on or behalf of a unit of local government, an agency of the State of Texas, an 
accredited educational institution, a charitable organization or a not-for-profit organization and is open to 
the public.  A communitywide event or activity is one that typically lasts less than one week, occurs not 
more than twice in any 12-month period and seeks to attract attendees, participants, vendors or sponsors. 

 (1) A Special Event Sign shall not be displayed for more than 45 days and shall be removed within 
five (5) days following the event unless displayed on a billboard. 

 (2) A Special Event Sign shall not exceed fifty (50) square feet in sign area unless displayed on a 
billboard. 

 (3) A no cost permit is required. 

 (4) A Special Event Sign may be located off-premises but not in a public right-of-way. 
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(s)  Exhibition Sign.  A sign advertising an exhibition, event or performance of a historic, cultural, or artistic 
nature and conducted by, or sponsored by, on or behalf of a unit of local government, a museum, an 
accredited educational institution, an agency of the State of Texas, a charitable institution or a not-for-profit 
organization and the exhibition or performance is open to the public.  A museum is a facility that: has a 
gross floor area greater than 2000 square feet; is used for educational or preservation purposes; owns or 
utilizes tangible inanimate objects of historical or cultural significance; is organized for the care of those 
objects and exhibits them to the public on a regular schedule; interprets the cultural heritage or history of 
the city, the state or the nation, natural history, the history of science, technology or business; exhibits 
sculptures, paintings, pottery ceramics or other objects depicting art; and devotes less than fifteen percent 
(15%) of the floor area of the primary building for retail, restaurant or other commercial purposes, excluding 
any parking facilities. 

 (1) An exhibition sign shall be removed within five (5) days after the exhibit or performance has 
closed; 

 (2) An exhibition sign shall not be larger than thirty percent (30%) of the facade, fence or other 
structure on which it is placed. 

 (3) A no cost permit is required. 

 (4) An exhibition sign may be located off-premises but not in a public right-of-way. 

(t) Wall/Facade Sign: A sign which is affixed to an exterior wall of a building, including individual 
letters, box-signs, or signs painted directly on a wall. Allowed in commercial and industrial zoning districts.  

(1) Shall not cover more than thirty (30) percent of the facade on which the sign is located. In the 
case of a painted sign, the sign shall be measured by the square area of the smallest rectangle that 
encompasses the lettering and any other logo or design included in the sign. Multiple signs may 
be used but shall not cover more than the thirty (30) percent allowed.  

(2) Shall not project more than eighteen (18) inches from the building wall. 

(3) A wall sign may be placed on a structure which extends above the roof line of the building if it is 
architecturally integrated into the building design as determined by the building official. The area 
of said structure shall not be used when calculating the amount of square footage allowed for wall 
signs.  

(u)  Window Sign.  A sign that is applied to or attached to the exterior or interior of a window or located in 
such a manner within a building that it is visible from the exterior of the building through a window, but 
excludes merchandise in a window display. 

 (1) Window Signs advertising or directing attention to a commercial activity shall not cover more 
than thirty (30) percent of the window square footage.  Multiple signs may be used but shall not cover more 
than the thirty (30) percent of the window square footage.  No combination of window signs and wall signs 
shall exceed thirty (30) percent of the total façade. 

Sec. 12.1007 - Interstate Development Corridor (IDC) Sign Regulations  

(a) On-Premises Signs.  

(1) Lots with Highway Interstate 10 Frontage.  

(A) A pole sign in the IDC zone shall not exceed one (1) square foot of sign area for every one 
(1) foot of frontage along Interstate 10, not to exceed four hundred (400) square feet.  
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(B) A pole sign in the IDC zone shall not exceed one (1) foot of sign height for every one (1) 
foot of frontage along Interstate 10, not to exceed one hundred (100) feet in height.  

(C) A pole mounted or master sign in the IDC zone shall have a minimum distance of thirty (30) 
feet from a side lot line.  

(2) Lots fronting other streets.  

(A) All on-premises signs on lots within the "IDC" District fronting any street other than 
Interstate 10 shall comply with all regulations pertaining to on-premises signs stated herein.  
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