
City Council Meeting, January 26, 2016
City of Orange, Texas

Page 1

                                                                                                                               
MEETING AGENDA

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL
Orange Public Library Auditorium

220 N. Fifth Street
Orange, Texas

January 26, 2016
5:30 P.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor

2. INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Council Member Mello

3. MOTION

a) Motion finding that the advance posting and notice requirements
of Article 8.1200 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Orange, Texas have been met in relation to all minutes and
pending ordinances and resolutions on this agenda and that the
reading of such items be  confined to the captions as are agreed
upon by the ordinances and resolutions. 1 Mayor/Council

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) April 7, 2015 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 5 Mayor/Council

b) September 8, 2015 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 9 Mayor/Council

c) December 1, 2015 Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting 12 Mayor/Council

d) January 12, 2016 City Council Meeting 18 Mayor/Council

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any
subject matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda.  All
comments are limited to a maximum three minutes for each
speaker.   Your  comments are  appreciated.  As  the Texas  Open
Meetings Act does not allow the Council to respond to items not
listed on the agenda, your comments will be duly noted by the
Council and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt
consideration.
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6. ORDINANCES

a) Final Reading:

Consider an ordinance of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Texas abandoning water, sewer and drainage easements
underneath or near Velma Jeter Drive; repealing all ordinances
in conflict to the extent of any conflict, providing for a severability
clause, and establishing an effective date.  First Reading
January 12, 2016. 24 Staff: Knauf

b) First Reading:

Consider an ordinance of the City Council of Orange, Texas
authorizing participation with other Entergy service area cities in
matters concerning Entergy Texas, Inc. at the Public Utility
Commission of Texas and the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission in 2016. 28 Staff: Oubre 

7. RESOLUTIONS

a) Final Reading:

Consider a resolution of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Texas authorizing the Orange Economic Development
Corporation to undertake a project involving Itex Homes, LLC as
more particularly described herein and authorizing the Orange
Economic Development Corporation to expend funds on the
project.  First Reading January 12, 2016 32 Staff: Oubre

b) Consider a resolution ordering a General Election for the
purpose of electing a Council Member for Single-Member
District 2, a Council Member for Single-Member District 4 and a
Council Member for At-Large Place 5; providing for the date,
hours, ballot, Early Voting Clerk and Notice of Election;
providing for polling places, judges and pay, providing for other
matters relating to the City election; ordering a Run-Off Election,
if necessary, to be held on June 18, 2016; and determining that
the meeting at which this resolution is passed is open to the
public as required by law.  

Una resolución ordenando una elección general con el propósito
      de elegir a un solo miembro del concilio al distrito 2; a un solo

miembro del concilio as distrito 4; y a un miembro del concilio a
lo general al lugar 5; indicando la fecha, las horas, la boleta,
empleo del secretario para la vtación temprana y el aviso de
elección; indicando los sitios electorales de votación, los jueces
y salarios, la indicación de otros asuntos relativos necesarios a
la elección de la ciudad; ordenando una segunda elección
electoral (“Run-Off” Elecction); que tendrá cabo el 18 de junio
de 2016 para la elección de la ciudad; y para determinar que la
reunión en que se aprobó esta resolución esté abierta para el
público como se requiere por ley. 36 Staff: Oubre
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c) Consider a resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into
a Joint Election Agreement with the City of Pinehurst, West
Orange-Cove CISD, Little Cypress-Mauriceville CISD, Orange
County Navigation & Port District and Orange County Drainage
District as authorized by the Texas Election Code. 44 Staff: Oubre

d) Consider a resolution entering into an agreement with the
Orange County Elections Administrator to provide election
services for the City of Orange. 48 Staff: Oubre

e) Consider a resolution entering into an agreement with the
Orange County Elections Administrator for the lease of five
Automark Voter Assist terminals. 52 Staff: Oubre

f) Consider a resolution awarding a contract to Allco in the amount
of $2,861,621.77 for the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Rehabilitation Project - Phase II A and II B. 56 Staff: Wolf

8. DISCUSSION/ACTION

a) Consider a motion declaring equipment (2001 lowboy trailer,
ditch witch, challenge air compressor, (2) Gasboy pumps) as
surplus and authorizing disposal by auction through salvage or
scrap. 61 Staff: Wolf

b) Consider a motion declaring equipment (1997 Ford F-250, 2005
Terex mini Track, 2005 Ford F-250) as surplus and authorizing
disposal by auction through Rene’ Bates Auctioneer, Inc. 63 Staff: Wolf

c) Discussion and possible action regarding the creation of a
Social Media Coordinator position and job description. 65 Staff: Oubre 

9. REPORTS

a) City Manager Report

b) City Council Report

10. ADJOURNMENT
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Texas Penal Code 30.06:
“Pursuant to Section 30.06, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with a concealed handgun), a person licensed under Subchapter H,
Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing law), may not
enter this property with a concealed handgun”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.06 del código penal (entrada de
persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano oculta), una
persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del código de
gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas de mano) no
se permite entrar en esta propiedad con “ninguna armas de mano
oculta” 

Texas Penal Code 30.07:
“Pursuant to Section 30.07, Penal Code (trespass by license holder
with an openly carried handgun), a person licensed under
Subchapter H, Chapter 411, Government Code (handgun licensing
law), may not enter this property with a handgun that is carried
openly”

“De conformidad con la Sección 30.07 del código penal (entrada de
una persona con licencia de portar o llevar armas de mano visible),
una persona licenciada bajo el subcapítulo H, capítulo 411 del
código de gobierno (ley de licenciación para portar o llevar armas
de mano visible) no se permite entrar en esta propiedad con
ninguna “armas de mano visible”

No Firearms Allowed
No se permite ninguna armas de fuego
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STATE OF TEXAS }
January 12, 2016

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Regular Meeting of the Orange City Council of the City of Orange,
Orange County, Texas, was held in the Library Auditorium on Tuesday, January 12, 2016.    

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Mary McKenna Mayor Pro Tem
Patrick A. Pullen Council Member
Dr. Wayne Guidry Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member
Larry Spears Jr. Council Member

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
Wade Robinson Police Major
Gail English Director of Finance
David Frenzel Fire Chief
Jim Wolf Director of Public Works
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Brenna Manasco Library Director
Mike Zeto CIS Manager
Kelly Griffin Police Evid. & ID Tech
Brandy Judice CVB Coordinator
John Cash Smith City Attorney (left at

10:26 A.M.)

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: None

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 9:15 A.M. 

Mayor Pro Tem McKenna led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION FINDING THAT THE ADVANCE POSTING AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF
ARTICLE 8.1200 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS HAVE
BEEN MET IN RELATION TO ALL MINUTES AND PENDING ORDINANCES AND 
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Regular  Meeting 2   January 12, 2016

RESOLUTIONS ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT THE READING OF SUCH ITEMS BE CONFINED
TO THE CAPTION OF THE ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2015 Regular Meeting
of the Orange City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which
carried unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Norman Sonnier, 2302 N. 8th Street, advised he would like for the ditches to be cleaned out in the
Brownwood Addition.

Kathy Brown, 6315 Meadow Mist, advised officials of the  Mardi Gras Parade would like for City
Council Members to be in front of City Hall to participate in an official toast with the royal court of
Mardi Gras.

The following citizens spoke against the purchase of First Financial Bank property and moving City
Hall to that location; Leslie Barras, 912 W. Cypress Avenue; Annette Pernell, 912 Pine Avenue;
Kevin McAdams, 912 W. Cypress Avenue; Kim Moore, 703 8th Street; Sharon Odegar, 6 Stradford
Drive; and Chuck Peterson, 802 W. Cherry Avenue.

Judge Brint Carlton, Orange County Judge, gave a brief update on the Orange County Economic
Development Corporation.  March 2016 is the target date for the hiring of an Executive Director.

Mr. Trahan introduced Brandy Judice.  He advised the next major event is the Mardi Gras Parade
and Concert on Saturday, January 30, 2016.  

ORDINANCES

FINAL READING:

ORDINANCE ADOPTING A STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE CITY OF
ORANGE.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried unanimously.

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2016-1.
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Regular  Meeting 3   January 12, 2016

FIRST READING:

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS ABANDONING
WATER, SEWER AND DRAINAGE EASEMENTS UNDERNEATH OR NEAR VELMA JETER
DRIVE; REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT TO THE EXTENT OF ANY CONFLICT,
PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF THE FIRST
FINANCIAL BANK PROPERTY LOCATED AT 812 N. 16TH STREET, ORANGE, TEXAS AND
POSSIBLE INTERIM LEASE BACK AGREEMENT WITH FIRST FINANCIAL BANK.

After discussion, Council Member Spears moved to move Item 11a) (1) to this position on the
agenda. Second to the motion was made by Council Member Pullen which carried with the following
vote:

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING AYE: Mayor  S ims,  Mayor  Pro  Tem
McKenna, Council Member Pullen,
Council Member Guidry, Council
Member Bellfield and Council Member
Spears

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING NO: Council Member Mello

ADJOURN TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Deliberation about Real Property pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:

(1) Deliberation regarding the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real property as
authorized by subsection 551.072 regarding the First Financial Bank property
located at 812 N. 16th Street, Orange, Texas.

The Council met in closed executive session at 9:55 A.M.

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

The Council reconvened in open session at 10:22 A.M.

Mayor Sims advised staff will prepare a Press Release regarding purchase of the First Financial
Bank property and the relocation of City Hall.
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Regular  Meeting 4   January 12, 2016

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE FROM FIRST FINANCIAL BANK IN THE
AMOUNT OF $2,000,000.00, PROPERTY LOCATED AT 812 N. 16TH STREET, ORANGE, TEXAS
TO BE USED AS ORANGE CITY HALL, ORANGE CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU, AND
ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OFFICES AND TO ENTER INTO AN
INTERIM LEASE BACK AGREEMENT WITH FIRST FINANCIAL BANK IN THE AMOUNT OF
$10,000.00 PER MONTH AND TO AUTHORIZE STAFF TO PROCEED WITH ALL NECESSARY
DOCUMENTS.

Council Member Guidry moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-1.

Mr. Smith left the meeting.

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS APPROVING A
RESOLUTION OF THE ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AUTHORIZING
THE ISSUANCE OF THE ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION SALES TAX
REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2016; APPROVING THE ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS
AND THE PLAN OF FINANCING AUTHORIZED THEREBY AND FINANCING DOCUMENTS;
RESOLVING OTHER MATTERS INCIDENT AND RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE OF THE
BONDS.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-2.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE CHANGE ORDER NO. 5
WITH ALLCO FOR THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT REHABILITATION PHASE 1A &
1B.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-3.

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER NO. 6 WITH ALLCO, LLC, FOR COOPER’S
GULLY PUMP STATION REDUCING FINAL CONTRACT COST BY $1,500.OO DUE TO A
CHANGE IN MATERIALS.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried unanimously.
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Regular  Meeting 5   January 12, 2016

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2016-4.

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO ALLCO IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,940,528.19 FOR
THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY REHABILITATION PROJECT - PHASE II A AND
II B.

This foregoing item on the agenda was TABLED.

FIRST READING:

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS AUTHORIZING THE
ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION TO UNDERTAKE A PROJECT
INVOLVING ITEX HOMES, LLC AS MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED HEREIN AND
AUTHORIZING THE ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION TO EXPEND
FUNDS ON THE PROJECT.

Council Member Spears moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Mayor Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

MOTION ACCEPTING THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AUDIT AS
PRESENTED BY CHARLES E. REED & ASSOCIATES, P.C. FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
SEPTEMBER 30, 2015.

Council Member Pullen moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Spears which carried unanimously.

MOTION APPROVING THE ORANGE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION’S MOTION
AUTHORIZING THE EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AT
1001 GREEN AVENUE, ORANGE, TEXAS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $14,500.00 FOR
THE PURPOSE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Guidry which carried with the following vote:

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING AYE: Mayor  S ims,  Mayor  Pro  Tem
McKenna, Council Member Pullen,
Council Member Guidry, Council
Member Bellfield and Council Member
Spears

COUNCIL MEMBERS VOTING NO: Council Member Mello

MOTION APPROVING THE ORANGE COUNTY TAX ABATEMENT GUIDELINES EFFECTIVE
JANUARY, 2016 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2016.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
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Regular  Meeting 6   January 12, 2016

Pro Tem McKenna which carried unanimously.

MOTION APPROVING THE DONATION BY AT&T OF THE BUILDING LOCATED AT 1301 W.
BURTON AVENUE, FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE SOUTHWESTERN BELL TELEPHONE
COMPANY BUILDING, TO THE CITY OF ORANGE FOR THE INTENDED USE OF PUBLIC
WORKS STAFF AS PART OF THE WATER AND SANITARY SEWER DIVISION.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Pullen which carried unanimously.

CITY MANAGER REPORT

No report was given.

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Council Member Spears advised there was a great turn out for the parade honoring the West
Orange-Stark Mustang Football Team.  He thanked staff and others who were involved in putting
the parade together.

Council Member Bellfield thanked the Orange Fire Department for a nice Christmas dinner.

Council Member Guidry advised the parade was professionally done.  He advised the members of
the West Orange-Stark Mustang Football Team are great kids with character.

Council Member Pullen encouraged citizens to show support for the military by burning green
outside lights and support for the police by burning blue outside lights.

The Council congratulated the West Orange-Stark Mustang Football Team for winning the 2015
State Championship and they also wished everyone a Happy New Year.  
 

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Mayor Pro Tem McKenna moved to adjourn
the meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Spears which carried
unanimously.       

The meeting adjourned at 10:47 A.M.

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary
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MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  Dr. Shawn Oubre Ph.D., City Manager 

From:   Kelvin Knauf, Director of Planning and Community Development 

Subject: Ordinance abandoning water, sewer and drainage easements underneath or near Velma 
Jeter Drive 

Date:  January 12, 2016 

 

Background 

On May 27, 2014 the City Council adopted on final reading an ordinance abandoning the street right-of-way 
for Velma Jeter Drive.  The City also has water, sewer and drainage easements underneath or near Velma Jeter 
Drive.  Jim Wolf and I discussed the easements and we believe that the easements are no longer needed now 
that the Velma Jeter apartments have been constructed.  The apartments owners will be responsible for 
maintenance of the water, sewer and drainage systems on their property.  This ordinance was passed by City 
Council on the first reading on January 12, 2016. 

Recommendation 

I recommend that the City Council adopt an ordinance abandoning the water, sewer and drainage easements 
underneath Velma Jeter Drive.  An exhibit showing the location of the easements is included with the 
proposed ordinance. 
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AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS 
ABANDONING WATER, SEWER AND DRAINAGE EASEMENTS 
UNDERNEATH OR NEAR VELMA JETER DRIVE; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT TO THE EXTENT OF ANY CONFLICT, 
PROVIDING FOR A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, AND ESTABLISHING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

WHEREAS, on May 27, 2014 the City Council, upon second and final passage, adopted and 
ordinance abandoning the Velma Jeter Street right-of-way; and 

WHEREAS, the City has water, sewer and drainage easements located underneath or near Velma 
Jeter Drive; and 

WHEREAS, the City staff believes that the water, sewer and drainage easements are not needed; 
now 

THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, 
TEXAS 

Section 1. That the water, sewer and drainage easements underneath or near Velma Jeter Drive 
shown on the attached Exhibit “A” are hereby abandoned. 

Section 2. That all Ordinances that are in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance be repealed 
and all other Ordinances of the City not in conflict with the provisions of this Ordinance shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

Section 3. That it is expressly ordained that if any section or subsection, clause, sentence or 
paragraph of the ordinance shall be found to be illegal, invalid, or void by any court of competent 
jurisdiction, then such findings shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance, but the same shall 
be valid and in effect, it being the expressed intention of the City Council of the City of Orange, Texas to 
pass each and every sentence, clause, paragraph or section individually. 

Section 4. That the meeting at which this Ordinance was approved was in all things conducted in 
strict compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act, Texas Government Code Chapter 551. 

Section 5. That this ordinance shall become effective upon second and final passage by the City 
Council and publication as required by State law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on first reading this the 12th day of January, 2016. 

PASSED AND APPROVED on second reading this the 26th day of January, 2016. 

 

 

      Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

City Attorney 
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