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MEETING AGENDA

ORANGE CITY COUNCIL
Orange Public Library Auditorium

220 N. Fifth Street
Orange, Texas

April 14, 2015
9:00 A.M.

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor

2. INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Council Member Mello

3. MOTION

a) Motion finding that the advance posting and notice requirements
of Article 8.1200 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Orange, Texas have been met in relation to all minutes and
pending ordinances and resolutions on this agenda and that the
reading of such items be  confined to the captions as are agreed
upon by the ordinances and resolutions. 1 Mayor/Council

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) March 24, 2015 City Council Meeting 3 Mayor/Council

5. CITIZEN COMMENTS

At this time comments will be taken from the audience on any
subject matter, whether or not that item is on the agenda.  All
comments are limited to a maximum three minutes for each
speaker.   Your  comments are  appreciated.  As  the Texas  Open
Meetings Act does not allow the Council to respond to items not
listed on the agenda, your comments will be duly noted by the
Council and forwarded to the appropriate department for prompt
consideration.

6. RESOLUTIONS

a) Consider a resolution authorizing the extension of the City’s
agreement with Wells Fargo Bank to provide banking services
through May 31, 2018. 10 Staff: English 

b) Consider a resolution of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Texas waiving interest on mowing and demolition liens placed
on property located at 811 Border Street. 13 Staff: Knauf  
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c) Consider a resolution of the City Council of the City of Orange,
Texas awarding the bid and contract for mowing of vacant
properties that violate city codes and ordinances to SouthEast
Texas Lawn and Maintenance. 18 Staff: Knauf 

7. REPORTS

a) City Council Report

8. ADJOURNMENT
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STATE OF TEXAS }
March 24, 2015

COUNTY OF ORANGE }

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT a Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Orange, Orange
County, Texas, was held in the Library Auditorium on Tuesday, March 24, 2015.    

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Jimmy Sims Mayor
Theresa Beauchamp Mayor Pro Tem
Tommy Ferguson Council Member
Essie Bellfield Council Member
Mary McKenna Council Member
Bill Mello Council Member
Larry Spears Jr. Council Member

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Dr. Shawn Oubre City Manager
Jay Trahan Assistant City Manager,

Director of Economic
Development

Rhonda Haskins City Secretary
Patricia Anderson Deputy City Secretary
Lane Martin Chief of Police
John Bilbo Fire Marshal
Jim Wolf Director of Public Works
Kelvin Knauf Director of Planning and

C o m m u n i t y
Development

Gail English Director of Finance
Sandy Wilson Grants Planner
Kelly Griffin Police Evidence & ID

Tech
Chris Smith City Attorney

STAFF MEMBERS ABSENT: Brenna Manasco Library Director

Mayor Sims called the meeting to order at 5:43 P.M. 

Council Member McKenna led the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance.

MOTION FINDING THAT THE ADVANCE POSTING AND NOTICE REQUIREMENTS OF
ARTICLE 8.1200 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS HAVE
BEEN MET IN RELATION TO ALL MINUTES AND PENDING ORDINANCES AND
RESOLUTIONS ON THIS AGENDA AND THAT THE READING OF SUCH ITEMS BE CONFINED
TO THE CAPTION OF THE ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS.
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Regular Meeting 2   March 24, 2015

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor
Pro Tem Beauchamp which carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council Member Spears moved to approve the minutes of the March 4, 2015 Special Call Meeting
of the City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Bellfield which carried
unanimously.

Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp moved to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2015 Regular Meeting
of the City Council.  Second to the motion was made by Council Member Ferguson which carried
unanimously.

CITIZEN COMMENTS

Dr. Wayne Guidry, 2128 Eddleman Road, advised there is an education bill before the Texas
Legislature, Senate Bill 6.  He spoke against the bill and encouraged citizens to contact Senator
Nichols office.

Ruby Richard, 1303 2nd Street, asked Council to reconsider the location of the basketball courts
located on Turrett Road.

Susie Murray, 1315 1st Street, objects to the location of the basketball courts located on Turrett
Road.

Don Insell, 96 W. Cypress, advised that vehicles parked on his property during the BASS Masters
Elite Series and rutted up his property.  He talked to Orange Police and they advised him it was
okay for citizens to park on his property.  He does not agree with what the Police told him and
wants to know what his rights are as a property owner.

PROCLAMATION

A proclamation observing Gift of Life Tobacco Control Coalition of Southeast Texas “Lock Up”
Tobacco Day was accepted by representatives from the Gift of Life.

A proclamation observing Fair Housing Month was accepted by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.

A proclamation observing Gate City Guild #42 Senior Citizen Agape Love Day was accepted by
members of the new Masonic group.

Item 12 a) was moved to this position on the agenda.

MOTION ACKNOWLEDGING RECEIPT OF THE COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL FINANCIAL
REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2014, RECEIPT OF THE FEDERAL
SINGLE AUDIT REPORTS FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2014 AND
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Regular Meeting 3   March 24, 2015

RECEIPT OF THE FINAL COMMUNICATION WITH GOVERNANCE FROM CHARLES E. REED
AND ASSOCIATES, P.C., AS REQUIRED BY SECTION 3.14 OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY
OF ORANGE, TEXAS.

Charles E. Reed, Charles E. Reed and Associates, P.C., read the following paragraph titled
Opinions on page 15 of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year ended
September 30, 2014; In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all
material respects, the respective financial position of the governmental activities, the business-type
activities, the aggregate discretely presented component units, each major fund and the aggregate
remaining fund information of the City of Orange, Texas, as of September 30, 2014, and the
respective changes in financial position, and, where applicable, cash flows thereof and the
respective budgetary comparison for the General Fund, the Texas Department of Transportation
Grant Fund, and the Texas General Land Office Grant Fund for the year then ended in accordance
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.  

Mr. Reed advised he is issuing an unqualified or clean audit opinion. He advised the City is in good
shape and thanked the Finance Department.

Dr. Oubre thanked Ms. English, Ms. Jackson and Charles E. Reed and Associates for doing a great
job on the audit.  The City is successful because of decisions made by Council and Staff.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by Council
Member Bellfield which carried unanimously.  

PRESENTATION

PRESENTATION BY JIM GILLEY OF U.S. CAPITAL ADVISORS LLC, FINANCIAL ADVISORS TO
THE CITY, AS TO THE PROPOSED CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS GENERAL OBLIGATION
REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2015 (THE “BONDS”) FOR THE PURPOSE OF REFUNDING
CERTAIN OUTSTANDING TAX-EXEMPT DEBT OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY (THE “REFUNDED
OBLIGATIONS”).

Jim Gilley, U.S. Capital Advisors LLC, advised the bonds are currently at a 4% interest rate.  They
can be refinanced at an interest rate of 1.25% - 1.30%.   Bids will be solicited from financial
institutions.  The City will save between $10,000.00 and $15,000.00 per year.  The bonds will be
paid off in 2019.

Mayor Sims read items 8a through 10c on the agenda all at one time.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH §1207.007, TEXAS
GOVERNMENT CODE, AS AMENDED TO DELEGATE TO A DESIGNATED PRICING OFFICER
(THE “PRICING OFFICER”) THE AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE THE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF
THE BONDS TO BE ISSUED AND NEGOTIATE THE TERMS OF THE SALE THEREOF, AND TO
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Regular Meeting 4   March 24, 2015

SELECT THE SPECIFIC MATURITIES, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, OF THE REFUNDED
OBLIGATIONS TO BE REFUNDED TO (1) AUTHORIZE BONDS IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO
EXCEED $2,000,000, (2) ACHIEVE A PRESENT VALUE DEBT SERVICE SAVINGS OF TWO
(2%) OR GREATER TO BE INCLUDED IN A PRICING CERTIFICATE (THE “PRICING
CERTIFICATE”) TO BE EXECUTED BY THE PRICING OFFICER AND (3) HAVE A MAXIMUM
MATURITY FOR THE BONDS WHICH SHALL NOT EXCEED AUGUST 1, 2019.

Guy Goodson, Germer, PLLC, advised this will lower the debt service and allow the Mayor or City
Manager to sign ordinances same as in the past.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the above item on the agenda.  Second to the motion
was made by Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF CITY OF ORANGE, TEXAS GENERAL
OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2015; SPECIFYING THE TERMS AND FEATURES
OF SAID BONDS; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF SAID BONDS BY THE LEVY OF A
CONTINUING DIRECT ANNUAL AD VALOREM TAX UPON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN
THE CITY; DELEGATING MATTERS RELATED TO THE SALE AND ISSUANCE OF THE BONDS
TO AN AUTHORIZED CITY OFFICIAL; PROVIDING FOR THE REDEMPTION OF CERTAIN
OUTSTANDING OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITY; AND RESOLVING OTHER MATTERS INCIDENT
AND RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE, SALE, PAYMENT AND DELIVERY OF SAID BONDS
INCLUDING THE APPROVAL AND EXECUTION OF A PAYING AGENT/REGISTRAR
AGREEMENT AND A PRIVATE PLACEMENT AGREEMENT/MEMORANDUM; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp moved to approve the ordinance.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Bellfield which carried unanimously.

A copy of this ordinance is being made a part of these minutes as Ordinance Number 2015-4.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO AUTHORIZE U.S. CAPITAL ADVISORS LLC AS
FINANCIAL ADVISORS TO THE CITY TO PREPARE SOLICITATIONS AND SECURE PRICING
WITHIN THE DESIGNATED PARAMETERS APPROVED BY THE CITY FOR THE BONDS AND
TO BE INCORPORATED INTO THE PRICING CERTIFICATE AND WITHIN A PRIVATE
PLACEMENT AGREEMENT/MEMORANDUM.

Council Member Bellfield moved to approve the above item on the agenda.  Second to the motion
was made by Council Member Mello which carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR, CITY SECRETARY
AND/OR OTHER CITY OFFICIALS TO EXECUTE AND DELIVER SUCH CERTIFICATES,
AGREEMENTS, AFFIDAVITS, NOTICES AND DOCUMENTS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO
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Regular Meeting 5   March 24, 2015

PROCEED WITH THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF THE CITY OF ORANGE, ORANGE, COUNTY,
TEXAS GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2015 AND AUTHORIZING SAID
MAYOR, CITY SECRETARY AND/OR OTHER CITY OFFICIALS TO TAKE SUCH ACTION AS
MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF SAID BONDS.

Council Member Mello moved to approve the above item on the agenda.  Second to the motion was
made by Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp which carried unanimously.

CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO APPROVE BOND COUNSEL ENGAGEMENT
WITH GERMER PLLC.

Council Member Mello moved to approve item on the agenda.  Second to the motion was made by
Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp which carried unanimously.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF AN H2OFUN SEVEN (7) FEATURE WATER
SPRAY PARK EQUIPMENT PACKAGE FROM ALL PLAY, INC. FOR THE AMOUNT OF
$34,982.00.

Council Member Spears moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Bellfield which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-25.

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO APAC-TEXAS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF
$135,842.00 FOR THE ROAD OVERLAY OF HUNTSMAN STREET AND BASSETT STREET. 

Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp moved to approve the resolution.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member McKenna which carried unanimously.

A copy of this resolution is being made a part of these minutes as Resolution Number 2015-26.

DISCUSSION/ACTION

MOTION APPOINTING RYAN CROWELL TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT FOR A TERM
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015.

Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp moved to approve the motion.  Second to the motion was made by
Council Member Spears which carried unanimously.  

CITY MANAGER REPORT

Dr. Oubre advised the South East Texas Regional Planning Commission is sponsoring a Household
Hazardous Waste and Scrap Tire Collection Event, Saturday, April 18, 2015, 8:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.,
at the Robert A. (Bob) Bowers Civic Center Parking lot, 3401 Cultural Center Drive, Port Arthur,
Texas.
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Regular Meeting 6   March 24, 2015

CITY COUNCIL REPORT

Council Member Spears advised the B.A.S.S. Master Elite Series was an amazing event. He
thanked everyone who was involved in helping with the event.

Council Member Mello advised the B.A.S.S. Master Elite Series was a great event.  He advised
John Gauthier and David Jones, co-chairpersons for the event, did a great job.

Council Member McKenna advised the B.A.S.S. Master Elite Series was a great event, “Go
Orange”.  She thanked the City, Greater Orange Area Chamber of Commerce and the Stark
Foundation for their support of the B.A.S.S. Master Elite Series.

Council Member Bellfield encouraged citizens of District 3 to participate in events that are held in
the City of Orange.  She thanked Mr. Trahan for sending a letter to the Greyhound Bus Company
regarding a bus stop here in Orange.  

Council Member Ferguson thanked the Mayor and Council for the funds allocated for the B.A.S.S.
Master Elite Series.  It was a great event.  He congratulated everyone that was involved with the
event.

Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp advised the B.A.S.S. Master Elite Series was a great event.  Mr.
Trahan advised her that the City will try to re-schedule Art in the Park.

Mayor Sims agreed with what the other Council Members said about the B.A.S.S. Master Elite
Series.  He advised the Greater Orange Area Chamber of Commerce did a great job.  He also
advised the City of Orange had staff working the event.  The event will be back in two years.

ADJOURN TO CLOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION

a) Deliberation with City Attorney pursuant to Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code:

(1) Deliberation with City Attorney regarding the purchase, exchange, lease or value of
real property as authorized by subsection 551.072 involving the City Hall Campus.

The Council met in closed executive session at 7:09 P.M.

RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION

The Council reconvened in open session at 7:27 P.M.

TAKE ACTION AS NECESSARY REGARDING ITEM 14 a (1) ABOVE.

No action was taken.
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Regular Meeting 7   March 24, 2015

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business before the Council, Council Member Bellfield moved to adjourn the
meeting.  Second to the motion was made by Mayor Pro Tem Beauchamp which carried
unanimously.     

The meeting adjourned at 7:27 P.M.

                                                             
Jimmy Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:

                                                                 
Rhonda Haskins, City Secretary
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